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• Analyses of the adequacy of the existing 
regional transportation network to handle 
waste shipments; the movement of supplies 
for repository construction, operation, and 
closure; removal of nonradioactive waste 
from the site; and the transportation of the 
labor force. 

• Improvements anticipated to be required 
in the transportation network and their fea-
sibility, cost, and environmental impacts. 

• Compatibility of the required transpor-
tation network improvements with the local 
and regional transportation and land-use 
plans. 

• Analysis of weather impacts on transpor-
tation. 

• Analysis of emergency response require-
ments and capabilities related to transpor-
tation. 

Section 960.5–2–8 Surface characteristics. 

Description of the surface characteristics 
of the site, in order to evaluate whether re-
pository construction, operation, and closure 
are feasible on the basis of site characteris-
tics that influence those activities. The 
types of information to support this descrip-
tion should include— 

• Topography of the site. 
• Existing and planned surface bodies of 

water. 
• Definition of areas of landslides and 

other potentially unstable slopes, poorly 
drained material, or materials of low bearing 
strength or of high liquefaction potential. 

Section 960.5–2–9 Rock characteristics. 

Description of the geologic and 
geomechanical characteristics of the site, in 
context with the geologic setting, in order to 
project the capability of the host rock and 
the surrounding rock units to provide the 
space required for the underground facility 
and safe underground openings during reposi-
tory construction, operation, and closure. 
The types of information to support this de-
scription should include— 

• Depth, thickness, and lateral extent of 
the host rock. 

• Stratigraphic and structural features 
within the host rock and adjacent rock 
units. 

• Thermal, mechanical, and 
thermomechanical properties and 
constructibility characteristics of the rocks, 
with consideration of the effects of time, 
stress, temperature, dimensional scale, and 
any major identified structural discontinu-
ities. 

• Fluid inclusions and gas content in the 
host rock. 

• Estimates of the magnitude and direc-
tion of in situ stress and of temperature in 
the host rock. 

Section 960.5–2–10 Hydrology. 

Description of the hydrology of the site, in 
context with its geologic setting, in order to 
project compatibility with repository con-
struction, operation, and closure. The types 
of information to support this description 
should include— 

• Surface-water systems, including re-
charge and runoff characteristics, and poten-
tial for flooding of the repository. 

• Nature and location of aquifers, con-
fining units, and aquitards. 

• Potentiometric surfaces of aquifers. 
• Hydraulic properties of geohydrologic 

units. 

Section 960.5–2–11 Tectonics. 

Description of the tectonic setting of the 
site, in context with the regional setting, in 
order to estimate any expected effects of 
tectonic activity on repository construction, 
operation, or closure. The types of informa-
tion to support this description should in-
clude— 

• Quaternary faults. 
• Active tectonic processes. 
• Preliminary estimates of expected 

ground motion caused by the maximum po-
tential earthquake within the geologic set-
ting.
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Subpart A—General

§ 961.1 Purpose. 
This part establishes the contractual 

terms and conditions under which the 
Department of Energy (DOE) will make 
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available nuclear waste disposal serv-
ices to the owners and generators of 
spent nuclear fuel (SNF) and high-level 
radioactive waste (HLW) as provided in 
section 302 of the Nuclear Waste Policy 
Act of 1982 (Pub. L. 97–425). Under the 
contract set forth in § 961.11 of this 
part, DOE will take title to, transport, 
and dispose of spent nuclear fuel and/or 
high-level radioactive waste delivered 
to DOE by those owners or generators 
of such fuel or waste who execute the 
contract. In addition, the contract will 
specify the fees owners and generators 
of SNF and/or HLW will pay for these 
services. All receipts, proceeds, and 
revenues realized by DOE under the 
contract will be deposited in the Nu-
clear Waste Fund, an account estab-
lished by the Act in the U.S. Treasury. 
This fund will pay for DOE’s radio-
active waste disposal activities, the 
full costs of which will be borne by the 
owners and generators under contract 
with DOE for disposal services.

§ 961.2 Applicability. 

This part applies to the Secretary of 
Energy or his designee and any person 
who owns or generates spent nuclear 
fuel or high-level radioactive waste, of 
domestic origin, generated in a civilian 
nuclear power reactor. If executed in a 
timely manner, the contract contained 
in this part will commit DOE to accept 
title to, transport, and dispose of such 
spent fuel and waste. In exchange for 
these services, the owners or genera-
tors of such fuel or waste shall pay fees 
specified in the contract which are in-
tended to recover fully the costs of the 
disposal services to be furnished by 
DOE. The contract must be signed by 
June 30, 1983, or by the date on which 
such owner or generator commences 
generation of, or takes title to, such 
spent fuel or waste, whichever occurs 
later.

§ 961.3 Definitions. 

For purposes of this part— 
Act means the Nuclear Waste Policy 

Act of 1982, Public Law 97–425, 96 Stat. 
2201 et seq., 42 U.S.C. 10101 et seq. 

Contract means the agreement set 
forth in § 961.11 of this part and any 
duly executed amendment or modifica-
tion thereto. 

Generator means any person who is li-
censed by the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission to use a utilization or produc-
tion facility under the authority of sec-
tion 103 or 104 of the Atomic Energy 
Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2133, 2134). 

Owner means any person who has 
title to spent nuclear fuel or high-level 
radioactive waste. 

Purchaser means any person, other 
than a Federal agency, who is licensed 
by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
to use a utilization or production facil-
ity under the authority of sections 103 
or 104 of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 
(42 U.S.C. 2133, 2134) or who has title to 
spent nuclear fuel or high level radio-
active waste and who has executed a 
contract with DOE. 

Secretary means the Secretary of En-
ergy of his designee. 

Other definitions relating to the sub-
ject matter of this rule are set forth in 
Article II of the contract which is con-
tained in § 961.11, Text of the contract, 
of this part.

§ 961.4 Deviations. 

Requests for authority to deviate 
from this part shall be submitted in 
writing to the Contracting Officer, who 
shall forward the request for approval 
to the Senior Procurement Official, 
Headquarters. Each request for devi-
ation shall contain the following infor-
mation: 

(a) A statement of the deviation de-
sired, including identification of the 
specific paragraph number(s) of the 
contract; 

(b) A description of the intended ef-
fect of the deviation; 

(c) The reason why the deviation is 
considered necessary or would be in the 
best interests of the Government; 

(d) The name of the owner or gener-
ator seeking the deviation and nuclear 
power reactor(s) affected; 

(e) A statement as to whether the de-
viation has been requested previously 
and, if so, circumstances of the pre-
vious request; 

(f) A statement of the period of time 
for which the deviation is needed; and 

(g) Any pertinent background infor-
mation will contribute to a full under-
standing of the desired deviation.
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